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• “The concept of law, to apply a comparison 

familiar from another context, is like a pocket 

into which everyone may put whatever he or 

she wants. Law is laws and the documents 

used in drafting them; it is the decisions of 

courts and government authorities and the 

enforcement of those decisions; law is 

action; it is the legal literature; it is the 

external settings in which the law is applied. 

And it may be more than this.”



Starting points

• In democracy law should be simple

• Citizens should have access to public 

legal information 

• Public legal information is one part of our 

social capital

• Public legal information is one part of our 

legal culture

• We should have a common opinion of 

legal welfare
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• Collections of statutes – ”law books” in 

Nordic parlance – have been considered 

crucial tools in the daily work of the 

practicing lawyer. These volumes typically 

feature legislation supplemented by 

references to other relevant provisions 

and case-law. A law book brings added 

value to the text of an act or decree or 

other official guidelines. Legal information 

maintenance has relied heavily on such 

works. 



• We have been ready to say that a lawyer 

without a law book is not a real lawyer. 

For example, in Finland the use of a law 

book has been stressed for decades in the 

teaching of Law. It has been one of the 

very first things a first-year law student 

buys. Professor Kauko Wikström put 

things most appropriately when he said, 

“Open the law book on the doctrine of the 

sources of law”. A law book has become a 

primary source; often, it is considered 

sufficient as well.



NETWORK SOCIETY

• NEW GENERAL INFRASTRUCTURE

• NEW CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

• INFORMATION VIA NET

• INFORMATION BASED PRODUCTS VIA 

NET

• NEW ROLES OF ACCESS RIGHTS

• SERVICES VIA NET

• WEB2 – NEW OPEN MEETING PLACES
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Public legal information; 
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• comprehensive accessibility of official materials

• accuracy of the information

• locatability of the information in time and place 

• retrievability of the information from data bases

• linguistic and systematic comprehensibility of the 

information

• technical usability of the material in the work of 

the person retrieving it

• the extent to which the material is available free 

of charge



Some steps forward

– From law book to Finlex during 70 ś (1972-

– Finlex with charge 1982

– Free Parliament databases 1995

– Free Finlex 1997

– Openness  Act1999

– Suomi.fi  portal 2002

– Legally binding electronic Legal Gazette 2011

– Principal decision to open public data into free use 

2011

















Some problems 

and challenges
• Tacit knowledge

• Social capital / market forces

• Personal data protection /document 

production

• Citizens as main users of public legal data

• Social and non social media

• Interactive legislation

• Visual, virtual legislation with images

http://www.gifs.net/image/Computers_and_Technology/Lamps_and_Bulbs/Blue_bulb/6790




Interactive legislation

• By interactive legislation I mean legislation in which the 

text and other images of the laws are accompanied by 

information on their background and broader context. 

The traditional abstract linear text of the law would at 

least in part be replaced by communication of a different 

kind. In other words, some of the information typically 

found today in the drafting material or even the legal 

literature would be presented with legislation in the form 

of text references that appear in the electronic collection 

of statutes. The user of the text could thus obtain 

additional information on the relevant points as they are 

made actively available in the information space



Visual legislation

• The quantity of legislation in the constitutional state has 

grown and will continue to do so inexorably. An 

increasing number of details relating to people’s rights 

and freedoms have to be set forth in the law. Gone is the 

day when things could be arranged using a select 

number of principles and rules. And gone is the day 

when a sense of justice was enough to cope in the 

different situations one encounters in life. Law today lies 

behind masses of text that require considerable 

proficiency in information management. In this situation 

the idea of endeavouring to manage matters other than 

through texts is a natural enough one



• The modest contribution which I have sought 

to make to this discussion here is to add the 

perspective of the average citizen. The 

Network Society has presented us with a 

situation in which information is getting both 

closer to and farther from us. Even in 

countries where the law is codified, the 

citizen has a harder time than ever knowing 

what is right. Our social capital has not been 

managed particularly well. The situation can 

be improved by new descriptions exploiting 

the potential of ICT for legislation and ways 

of presenting it.




